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Evaluation and comparison of educational progress of basic sciences course
students before and after implementation of national general medicine
education program at Isfahan University of Medical Sciences

Abstract

Introduction: The national general medicine education program, set by the Ministry of
Health in recent years, is predominantly based on the integration of different curricula and
their oragn-based presentation, especially in the field of physiology and descriptive
sciences. The aim of this study is to compare the educational progress of basic sciences
course students before and after implementation of national general medicine education
program at Isfahan University of Medical Sciences.

Methods: In this cross-sectional study, based on indicators of academic progress in
Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, performance of the students of the basic sciences
course of general medicine in the first period of the implementation of the national general
medical education program (entry of Y+)4) was compared to the students of the two
previous entries (entries of October Y+)V and October Y+YA) in Y+ YY, Using the census
method, YY¢ students were included in the study. Using the Sama system, personal
information and indicators related to these students’ academic progress were extracted.
Data were analyzed by means of descriptive statistics methods and Chi-square and
MANCOVA tests, using SPSS-Y1 software.

Results



The difference in terms of average GPA of basic sciences course, the number of
conditional semesters and the number of failed courses of students in different entries was
not statistically meaningful (P>+,+°), nevertheless the average GPA of descriptive
sciences course among various entries and quotas was different in a way that the students
before the revised program, as well as students using Shahed and deprived areas quotas in
different entries,had lower scores (P<+,++Y). In addition, in the course of physiology, the
average GPA of students using various quotas was different (P=-,+ + £), but no significant
difference was found between various entries (P=+,A").

Conclusion:

According to the findings of this study, among the components of academic progress, only
the average GPA of Descriptive courses of students of entry October Y:Y4 entry, was
significantly higher than the students of entries of October Y+ YV and October Y+)A; and
most of the evaluated and compared outcomes in/and between groups, before and after
revision, were not meaningfully different. Based on multivariate analysis of underlying
factors, this can be attributed to the difference between the groups in terms of number of
students with various types of quotas and also number of students with high ranks entering
the university, which in comparison to other entries, was significantly higher in students of
entry of October Y+)3. It also can be attributed to the short time interval between
intervention and evaluation. Nevertheless, for a more accurate evaluation of the efficacy of
revised National medical education program, assessment of the students’ attitude,
evaluation of groups in terms of scores of the Comprehensive exam, as well as the
continuous surveillance of academic progress in the long term should be considered

Keywords: National General Medicine Education Program, Curriculum integration,
Descriptive sciences, Physiology.,
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